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In the eyglit jEglogue the fame perfon was brought m *„ • 

hns making, as he fayth.So that fome doubt,thatTh e nf rl'T Can '‘'on of r 

Whdome) forrietmie. Oaten reedes) Aucna f >crfo »s be difR re ” of ^« 

Ligge fo layde) lye fo foynt and vnluftye . * ^ 

Fiye } is a boIdMetaphore ^forced from the fpawning fiflies.for mStitu^Qf 

To rcftraine.) This place feemeth to confpyre with Plirr, »,i, • , yQUn ? 

gibus fayth,that the firft inuention ofPoetry was of vew ^ 611 bo °^ de U 
at what time an infinite number of youth vluallv r,, ve ! tUous intem t 

feaftes called Panegynca, vvhichtLy SftK^Si 
ned man being more liable the the refi/or /pcciaH gyftes ofw° bo ^ 0,n e k# 
would take vpon hirn to (mg fine verfes to the people dm/? 6 '""V ‘^lickc 

tue or of viflory or of immortality or fuch like. At who'lewon)!^ ofv cr- 

being adorned and as, t were ram (Led, vvith delight, ,hinK? Ugyfta! ^ 
that fie was rnfpued from aboue, called hm vatem: whSfi md «d) 

vvarde framingtheu yer&s to lighter mufick (as ofmufickb ° f , niCl W 
fadder,fome l,ghter/ome mart.all/omc heroical: and fo 
mynds of mejfound out lighter matte r of Poefie alfo fome 7 de a *' fl th « 
fcnie fcormng at mens fafoions , fome povvred out in nle ir ym 8 Vv T t hlot, c , 
called Poetes or makers. . V ° Ut m P lcalui «, and fo vvc« 

Sencc bereaue) what the fee, etc working of Mufick is in the myndes ofm, , 

appearctl^hcreby,that tome of the auncient Philofophetsani^lw 0 ’i afvvcl > 
wile , as Plato and Pythagoras held for opinion, that th^mYnd^v^ t ^ lc , mo ® e 
certamehatmome and mnficall nombers,for the wear com/ fl' 0,1 

afleftion in thone and in the otlier as alio by 

anderito whom when as Timothcus the great Mufitian nl f r V ?.f Aa ' 
melodie.it is faid, that he was d, draught with fuch vnwontd 
way ryfing from the table in great rage,he caufed himfelfe to be aS ^ 
dy to goe to warre (for that mufick is very war hke- ) And imm/l i . 
as the Mufitian chaunged his firoke into the Lydian and Ionique foS/ he ."' 
was fo furr from warring, that he fat as dyl.as ifhe had bene £*!£$£ 
ftll.Such might is m mufick. wherefore Plato and Aridotlc forbid the Aradfin 
Melodie from cluldren and youth, for that being altogither on the fvft 'a 
tone, tt is of great force to molific and quench the kindly courage which vfc* 
to burnetn yong brefts.So that it is not incredible which the Poete hweflvt 
that Mufick can bcrcauc the loule offence. a ' 

The diepheard that) Orpheus.-ofwhomisfayd, that by his excellent fkil in MufidonJ 
Poetty,he rccouered his wife Eurydice from hell, a 

Argus eyes) of Argus is before faid, that Iuno to him committed hirhuf band Iupiterhit 
Paragon Io.bicaufe he had an hundred eyesibutafterwarde Mercuiy wthhvs 
Mufick lulline AcPUSafleoe. flew him.onrl hrniiokrTA nJuLr-*-' 
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»,7V. ,7 >“‘'-““' w, '-‘ ,au<u “ ,u “ UIt “ c y^t>ucarcerwarde Mercuiy v vythhvj 
Mufick lulling Argus aflepe, flew him and brought 16 away, whole eyes «» 
Tayd that Inno for his eternall memory placed in her byrd the Peacocks tavlc, 
for thofe coloured fpots indeede refemble eyes. ' 

VVoundlefle armour) ynwounded in warre.doe tuft through long peace. 

Difplay) A poeticall mecaphore;vvhercof the meaning is.that if the Poet lid fhorre bis 

fui 


M •+? 


Hr'W ‘n matter of more dignitie,thcn is the homely Aiglogue, good occafion is 
1 ffered of higher veyne and more Heroicall argument, in the perfon of our 


him o\ 
mofl 


\ ratious foueraign,vvho(as bcfore)hc calleth Elifa.Or if mater of knight- 
°d and cheualrie pleafe him better , that there be many Noble & valiaunt 
k°° that are both worthy of his payne in theyr deferued prayfes , and alfo fa- 

mC urers of hys fkil and faculty. 

T\hemeanerh (aslgueflc) the mod honorable and renowmed the Erie of 
worthy; vy j 1 g by bis cognifance (although the fame be alfo proper to other) 
^her then by his name he be wrayeth, being not likely, that the names of no- 
Me orinccs be known to country clowne. 

Dl ? ben thou chaungeft thy verfe from ftately difeourfe, to matter of moro 

1 plcafaunce and delight. 

.. r \ kin d of daunce. Rmg) company of dauncers. 

The Milfcny vve j ^nowe to be Virgile,who by Mecamas means was brought 

ThcRomi t ^^ uonr 0 f t b e Emperor Auguftus,andby him moued to write m * aftier 
kinde then he crflhad doen. 

K ) in^thefe three verfes are the three feuerall workes of Virgilc intended. For in 
VVherc°nj J g oc b s to f C ede,is meanthis i^glogues.In labouring of lands, is hys 
gucoliquesJn finging ofvvarsanddcadlydreadc^shisdiuinc ^£neis figured. 

. j 0C ) in manhoode and cheualrie. 

In dcrrin ^jr e (hev veth the caufe,vvhy Poetes were wont be had in fuch honor of noble 
For cucrj ^ is,that by them their vvorthines & valor (hold through thevr famous 
P fies be c6mended to al pofterities. vvherfore it is fayd, that Achilles had ne- 
ucr bene fo famous, as he is, but for Homeres immortal verfes.vvhich is the only 
11 duantage, which he had of Heftor. And alfo that Alexander the great coming 
to bis tombe in Sigeus , with naturall teares blefled him, that euer was his hap 
to be honoured with fo excellent a Poets work:as fo renowmedand ennobled 
onely by hys meanes . which being declared in a moft eloquent Oration of 
Tulliesjis of Petrarch no leflc worthely fe tte forth in a fonct 
Giunto Alexandro a la famofa tomba 
Del fero Achiile fofpirando difle 
Ofortunatochcfichiaratromba. TrouaftiScc. 

And that fuch account hath bene alvvayes made of Poetes,afvvcll fhevveth this 
that the worthy Scipio in all his warres againft Carthage and Numantia had 
cuermore in his company , and that in a moft familiar fort the good olde Poet 
Ennius:as alfo that Alexander deftroying Thebes,vvhen he was enformed that 
the famous Lyrick Poet Pindarus was borne in tliat citie,not onely commaun- 
dedfireightly,that no man fhould vpon payne ofdeath do any violence to that 
houfc by fire or othervvifeibuc alfo fpccially [pared moft,and fome highly rewar 
ded,that were of hys kinne.So fauoured he the only name of a Poete . vvhych 
pray fe otherwife was in the fame man no leflc famous, that when he came to 
ranfacking of king Darius coffers, whom he lately had ouerthrowen,he founde 
in a little cofftr of filuer the two bookes of Homers works,as layd vp there for 
fpcciall iewells and richcfle, which he taking thence, put one of them dayly in 
his bofomc,and thother eucry night layde vnder his piilovve. 

L.j. Such 
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